Findings from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS) – File Contents and Definitions for the Data Tables (updated with FY 2015)
[bookmark: _GoBack]This file contains state-level counts, percentages, and rates for select findings from the National Child Abuse and Neglect Data System (NCANDS). Rates are calculated using child population data from the U.S. Census. 
The tables reflected in this dataset correspond to the state-by-state tables in the Child Maltreatment 2015 report, which is available at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/child-maltreatment. Reports from prior years are available at the same location. 
The file contains data for the following tables: *
1. Child Fatalities by Submission Type: Counts and rates of child fatalities by file submission type (e.g., child file or agency file) for the most recent federal fiscal year (FFY) for which data are available.
2. Child Fatalities, Trend: Counts and rates of child fatalities for the last five FFYs.
3. Child Victims by Age: Counts and rates of child victims by single year age for the most recent FFY for which data are available. 
4. Child Victims, Trend: Counts and rates of child victims for the last five FFYs.
5. Children by Disposition: Counts and rates of victims (duplicate count) and nonvictims (duplicate count) by disposition (finding on the allegation of maltreatment) for the most recent FFY for which data are available. 
6. Children Who Received an Investigation or Alternative Response, Trend: Counts and rates of children (unique count) who received a CPS response in the form of an investigation or alternative response for the last five FFYs. 
7. Maltreatment Types of Victims: Counts of victims (unique count) by the type of maltreatment they suffered (medical neglect, neglect, physical abuse, etc.).
8. Perpetrators by Relationship to Their Victims: Counts of perpetrators (unique counts) by relationship (e.g., mother, father, legal guardian, etc.) to their victims for the most recent FFY for which data are available. 
9. Perpetrators, Trend: Counts and rates of perpetrators for the last five FFYs.
10. Screened-In and Screened-Out Referrals: Counts, rates, and percentages of the number of screened-in, screened-out, and total referrals alleging abuse and neglect for the most recent FFY for which data are available. 
* Important note about change to victim definition in FY15: In NCANDS, a victim is defined as a child for whom the state determined at least one maltreatment was substantiated or indicated. This includes a child who died of child abuse and neglect. This is a change from years prior to FY15 when children with dispositions of “alternative response victim” were included as victims. To ensure analyses are comparable across years, the new victim definition was used for all trend analyses reflected in these data. This was done to better align NCANDS' use of the alternative response data to child welfare practice, which does not determine if the child was a victim. 

Background
For more information about NCANDS, including the data collection process and data collected, see http://www.acf.hhs.gov/cb/research-data-technology/reporting-systems/ncands. Additional information can be found in the Child Maltreatment report for the federal fiscal year that corresponds to these data (or a prior year’s report if the report is not yet published). Child Maltreatment reports are available on the Children’s Bureau website at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/cb/research-data-technology/statistics-research/child-maltreatment. The report also includes table notes for each table of data included in this file, commentaries submitted by states, and a glossary which defines many of the variable names and values in this file. This information should be consulted to help understand and interpret the data. 
Variable names and definitions
State: The primary unit from which child maltreatment data are collected. This includes all 50 states, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the District of Columbia. Some rows in this file also include a state called “National” that stores the national count, percentage, or rate.
Year: The NCANDS reporting year, which is based on the FFY calendar. The FFY is the 12-month period from October 1 through September 30 used by the federal government. The FFY is designated by the calendar year in which it ends. Data in this file are based on completed reports that resulted in a disposition (or finding) as an outcome of the Child Protective Service (CPS) response during the NCANDS reporting year. 
Table: The name of the table that describes the data and corresponds loosely to the table name published in the Child Maltreatment report. 
Measure: The name of the measure for which the counts, percentages, or rates are provided. 
Characteristic Label: An additional level or strata for which the counts, percentages, or rates are provided.
Format: Number, Rate, or Percentage. Indicates the format of the next variable, Value, which stores the actual count, rate, or percentage.
Value: The count, percentage, or rate that corresponds to the measure and characteristic label. 
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